Late French Immersion Information Session

February 15th at 6:00 PM
Caledonia Junior High Welcomes You!
Frequently Asked Questions: Answers to Help Parents Making this Decision for Their Children

Below we have listed some frequently asked questions along with answers parents may find helpful as you make this important decision about your child’s education.

1. How do I know if the Late French Immersion Program is the right decision for my child?

While there is no exact way to answer this question there are several indicators that can help parents make this decision. Does your child enjoy French? Has your child expressed an interest/desire to learn in a second language? This program requires students to work hard so it’s helpful if students have strong motivation to

enter the program. Does your child have the kind of work ethic that would indicate he/she is ready for an additional learning experience/challenge? Is your child comfortable with taking risks and taking on new challenges in school? Are your child’s current teachers indicating support for a French Immersion placement? (If you are, “on the fence”, talking to the grade six teachers, about how they see your child as a learner, can be helpful.) Finally, is your child willing to make a commitment for 3 years understanding that there may be some challenges in the beginning?

2. What is the influence of friends when choosing a program?

Students often want to have a friend or two in their class especially as they move to a second-language classroom. For all the reasons listed above the decision about choosing French Immersion should not be based on friendships but rather on whether or not this program is the best program for your child. If students enter the program strictly to be with friends who are going into French Immersion and not because they truly want to learn in French then it may not turn out to be the best placement, setting the student up for a challenging year, academically.

3. I do not speak or read in French so how can I help my child with homework?

While parents are not expected to have knowledge of French, there are still many strategies you can use to support your child at home. For example, you can use on-line French resources, such as “Word Reference” and “Bon Patron”; encourage your child to contact a friend for help or email their teacher with questions. In addition, all students enter the program at a similar level and teachers plan assignments with this in mind. If an assignment is too difficult, despite your child’s best effort to complete their work at home, teachers expect that students will bring it back to class where they will receive the assistance they need.
4. What happens if my child enters the program and then wants to “quit”?

The late French Immersion program is a 3-year commitment. There is no question that the program presents challenges to students especially in the first few months and a student learning in French for the first time may have slightly lower marks although these usually go back up as students become more comfortable in their second-language classroom. Students do not have the option to leave the program once they enter. That said, if a student encounters exceptional difficulties, the school has a program planning team made up of staff members who will meet to review the student’s learning profile. In exceptional circumstances, in consultation with parents, a student may be shifted into the English Program during a school year if it is determined by the SPT to be in the best interest of the student’s ability to succeed in school.

5. Do students in the French Immersion Program follow the same curriculum as students in the English Program?

While the pace may vary at the beginning of the year because students are new to the language, they follow the same curriculum and are expected to meet the same outcomes.

6. If students were making “A” marks in grade six, should they anticipate those marks to go down when they go into the Immersion Program?

Marks are based strictly on achievement of outcomes. Some students may experience a change in marks initially so it is important to maintain good communication with your child’s teachers, especially if your child is expressing concern about his/her achievement. Teachers monitor student progress/achievement and will communicate with parents if they see that a particular student is not achieving to his/her potential. Home/school communication and attention to your child’s learning is necessary for students in the French Immersion Program. Parents/Guardians should watch marks in Power School and contact the classroom teacher should it appear that your child is struggling with the outcomes. Please contact the school in September for Power School login information.
7. Are there particular resources my child will need to have for the French Immersion Program?

Each student will be asked to purchase a Becherelle (available at most book stores); an English to French Dictionary (Purchasing a Collins, Harrap or Robert version will work well.) 
8. Still not sure?

Do not hesitate to contact the staff at Caledonia Junior High. We are willing to meet with individual parents having difficulty with this decision if having a conversation about your child as a learner will help.

9. How can I prepare my child to start the French Immersion Program over the summer?
You may want to encourage your child to explore French music and television, attend French cultural events or attend a French Immersion summer camp. Additional information about summer camp and cultural opportunities can be found through Canadian Parents for French.

http://www.cpfns.ednet.ns.ca/
